“The proudest aspect of
Hookahville, from the begin-
ning, is that we've always done
whatever it needs to make it
the best event possible says
Lanese. “Even from the first
one we've made sure there was
food and bathrooms. We have
never had to apologize to an
artist for the sound quality, the
production or the staging, We'll
never have to apologize for
conveniences or for the lineup.”
Even ekoostik hookah fans are
happy to help Hookahville keep
its communal feel; many do
volunteer work and clean up
after the festivals.
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That ehoostik hookah hasn't made as many inroads in other
states is indicative of the current music industry. It's often not
how good you are but who promotes you, and who you know.

The band recognizes that it's difficult to break into new markets but as

Starbuck says, “We've seen it get better in various places, New England

has been tough, but each time we play somewhere it gets better”

Ekoostik hookah is currently is the process of fleshing out a batch of
fresh material. “We have plenty of songs to record. Soon as we pay off
the last studio album, we'll work on the next one,” says Sweney. “For the
last one we brought in an engineer from Chicago and we also rented a
studio that we really liked in Columbus. I think the next time we'll just
use our office, where we're practicing, and we'll set that up.”

Most of the band members keep busy with side projects. Katz has
just released a solo album, Another Day; Sweney plays with a variety of
people as does Polansky. Starbuck plays in a blues duo around
Columbus, while Katz and McGee perform duo gigs. McGee also
moonlights as a solo artist.

Ambitious ambassadors, ekoostik hookah will soon launch an
un-sponsored tour of Europe. Building off the success of their past
Jamaica shows, Hookah may offer package deal for dates beginning in
Amsterdam in late March. The band is also working on having a
European-only release album that will likely be a compilation of music
from their last three studio albums, perhaps with an additional bonus
disc of live material. The band’s goals remain simple albeit lofty. As
Starbuck puts it, “With each new song we like to bring in something
new. Further diversify our sound and we'd like to keep touring.
Eventually it would be nice to have nationwide distribution.”

Polansky concurs. “Our band is trying hard every day to do what we
set out to do—create music and play it well.”

And of course, Hookahville will continue, Given the success that
they've had, the band has its sights set on even bigger stars: “If you have
enough money you can get anyone to come play” says Lanese, *but to
have Neil Young play here would be great. It seems like he would be a
good fit and he is one of my personal favorites. This is a personal plea
to Neil Young to come to Hookahville."You can ride my motorcycle,” ¥
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